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Republic Day of India Special

Promising future of stronger relations await
saNjay kuMar verMa
amBassador of india

On the occasion of India’s 71st Republic Day, I extend my warm greetings
to Their Imperial Majesties, Emperor
Naruhito and Empress Masako, the government and people of Japan. I also take
this opportunity to convey my special
greetings to the growing number of fellow Indians in Japan who are important
stakeholders in the rapidly evolving
special strategic and global partnership
between India and Japan.
India and Japan are guided by shared
values, including the heritage of Buddhism, democratic traditions and rule

of law in conduct
of international
relations. It is a
special relationship that is global
in its implications.
Regular contacts
at the highest and
functional levels
have furthered our

bonds.
India aspires to become a $5 trillion
economy by 2025. This aspiration is
backed by proactive policies and structural reforms, and has led to India’s climb
in the World Bank’s Ease of Doing Business index.

Playing a role in development of
key social infrastructure, security
Takashi NiiNo
president and Ceo, neC Corp.

The Constitution
of India came into
force on Jan. 26,
1950. We are honored to have the
opportunity to
share this message
on such a special
day for India and
extend our best
wishes for the country’s success in the years
ahead.
NEC began operating in India in the
1950s and has contributed to the country’s
development ever since by participating
in the creation of key social infrastructure,
including telecommunication networks
and security systems.
One such example is India’s national
identification program, Aadhaar. NEC has

played an instrumental role in this project by providing a large-scale multimodal
biometrics identification system that utilizes fingerprint, facial and iris recognition
technologies.
India is more important than ever to
NEC’s global growth strategy.
The country’s enormous potential
for growth, its strategic location as a
gateway to Middle Eastern and African
markets, as well as its outstanding talent
pool in information technology make
India a logical choice for our pivot to the
future.
Together with our more than 6,000
employees in the country, including
researchers at NEC Laboratories India,
NEC will continue addressing the social
challenges facing India by providing
innovative information and communications technology solutions to build a
safe, secure, efficient and equal society
for tomorrow.

Today India is a favorable destination
for foreign direct investment (FDI), which
is reflected by $318.64 billion of total FDI
inflows in the last 6 years. Similarly, to
achieve sustainable and inclusive growth
to empower the people of India, various
initiatives have been undertaken by the
government.
“Startup India” has initiated a startup
culture that has led India into becoming
the third-largest startup ecosystem in the
world. The Indian startup ecosystem goes
beyond information technology — there
are a significant number of startups in an
array of sectors, which help in creating
social public good.
Japan is a valued partner in India’s
economic transformation. The Japan
Bank for International Cooperation has
ranked India as the most promising overseas business development destination
in its 2019 “Report on Overseas Business
Development of Japanese Manufacturing
Companies — Survey Results on Overseas
Direct Investment 2019.” Japan stands as
the third-largest investor in India, with
total direct investment of more than $32

billion since 2000.
Today, Japan has a significant presence
in virtually every flagship initiative of
the government of India such as “Make
in India” and “Skill India.” We have been
working together to build stronger ties
in new areas such as health care, disaster risk reduction, digital technologies,
cyberspace, outer space, electric vehicles
and renewable energy. Strategic infrastructural initiatives such as major railway projects are symbols of our thriving
partnership.
The progress of our strategic and
defense cooperation can be seen in
the first “two-plus-two” meeting at the
defense and foreign ministers’ level.
India-Japan defense relations witnessed
a positive trend in 2019, with the aim to
promote peace in the Indo-Pacific region.
The growing exchanges between
Japan’s prefectures and India’s states are
indicative of a promising future for IndiaJapan relations. People-to-people contacts through parliamentarian, tourism
and cultural exchanges, including yoga
and Ayurveda, are steadily rising.

Numerous summit meetings
accelerate legislative exchanges
hiroyuki hosoda
president of the Japan-india
parliamentarians’ friendship league

The Japan-India
Parliamentarians’
Friendship League
would like to extend
our heartfelt congratulations to the
people of India on
the occasion of the
71st Republic Day of
India.
Japan and India share strategic interests
and universal values such as democracy
and the rule of law, and maintain friendly
relations founded on our long history of
exchange. The year 2019 marked the fifth
anniversary since the bilateral relationship was elevated to a special strategic and
global partnership.
Prime ministers Shinzo Abe and Narendra Modi held summit meetings during
the G20 Osaka summit in June; the Eastern
Economic Forum in Vladivostok in Sep-

tember and Association of Southeast Asian
Nations-related summit meetings in Bangkok in November, confirming the close relationship between Japan and India for the
realization of a free and open Indo-Pacific.
In November, Japan and India also held
their first foreign and defense ministerial
meeting (“two-plus-two”), and confirmed
that they shared the vision of a free, open,
inclusive and rules-based Indo-Pacific.
Based on such close relations at the summit
and ministerial levels, we have great expectations for the further expansion of collaboration on regional and global agendas
alongside bilateral cooperation.
Legislative exchanges have accelerated.
The Japan-India Parliamentarians’ Friendship League remains strongly committed
to strengthening our countries’ relations
in the conviction that further legislative
exchange will give impetus to the bilateral
relationship.
We would like to send our heartfelt
wishes to the further prosperity of the people of India and for the continued development of cordial ties.

Economic initiatives undertaken, new direct flight routes
MasaMi iijiMa
Chairman, the Japan-india Business
Cooperation Committee

On behalf of the Japan-India Business
Cooperation Committee (JIBCC), I would
like to offer my warmest congratulations
on the occasion of the 71st Republic Day
of India.
As two of Asia’s largest democracies,
India and Japan have built amicable
relations over a number of years. The
countries have agreed to transform their
special strategic and global partnership
into a deep, broad-based, action-oriented

partnership.
The two countries’ cooperation
and coordination in
countless fields has
created high expectations as we work
toward peace and
prosperity of the
Indo-Pacific region

and the world.
In addition to these developments,
both countries have undertaken assertive initiatives to build stronger economic
bilateral relations. The number of Japa-

nese companies in India reached 1,441 in
October 2018. Furthermore, new direct
flight routes between Japan and India
have been launched. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s second administration
has been formed and the government
has attracted attention from all over the
world for both its management as well as
its economic policies. I strongly believe
that the new administration is building
both a stronger business environment
and business relationship between Japan
and India.
The JIBCC was established in 1966 to
enhance mutual understanding and friend-

Heartiest Republic Day Greetings

ship, and facilitate economic relations
between Japan and India.
The committee will hold its 44th regular joint meeting in Delhi this March in
cooperation with the Federation of Indian
Chambers of Commerce and Industry.
The JIBCC hopes to contribute to the further development of business between the
two nations through these activities.
I will conclude my message by once
again offering my congratulations on
the 71st Republic Day of India, as well
as my sincere wishes for India’s increasing development and prosperity in the
future.
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Republic Day of India Special
Further developing bilateral ties
TeTsUro ToMiTA And
nobUYUKi hirAno
Chairs of keidanren Committee on
south asia

On behalf of Keidanren, we wish to extend
to the government and people of India our
heartfelt congratulations on the 71st Republic Day of India.
India and Japan enjoy a long-standing
diplomatic infrastructure, and our two
nations have built close, mutually beneficial
relations in various fields such as politics,
diplomacy, economy and culture. The relationship has grown even stronger under the
India-Japan special strategic and global partnership, while the number of Japanese companies’ bases in India has surpassed 5,100.
According to the Doing Business report,
an annual World Bank publication that

compares business environments in various countries, India’s rank has gone up from
142nd in 2015 to 63rd in 2020. We regard
this change as an accomplishment of the
administration of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi in significantly improving the business environment in India, a development
that we deeply respect.
Under these circumstances, we have high
expectations that Modi will keep taking

influential leadership to further enhance
the economic relations between the two
countries by fostering economic partnerships under the free and open international
economic order, promoting improvements
in the business environment, strengthening
cooperation in important fields and pursuing other important efforts.
Since 2007, Keidanren has joined with
the Indian business community to hold the
India-Japan Business Forum, where business leaders discuss various issues and compile a joint report for submission to the state
leaders of both countries. We will contribute to further developing the India-Japan
special strategic and global partnership
by enhancing the two countries’ business
collaboration. We kindly ask for your continued support and cooperation in this
endeavor.

Mutual support within strategic partnership
Yoshiro Mori
Chairman, the Japan-india assoCiation

On the occasion of the 71st Republic Day
of India, I would like to extend my heartfelt congratulations to the government
and the people of India on behalf of the
Japan-India Association.
2020 has started with geopolitical and
geoeconomic uncertainties, Iran-U.S.
relations, nuclear issues linked to North
Korea, and trade conflicts among major
countries, to name a few. Although the
government of Narendra Modi was
strengthened after elections last spring

and Prime Minister Shinzo Abe has
become the longest
serving prime minister in Japanese
history, both leaders are confronted
with difficult
domestic and international issues.
However, Japan-India relations are
developing smoothly due to the special
strategic and global partnership, Japan’s
Free and Open Indo-Pacific Strategy and
India’s Act East policy.

While Japanese assistance for poverty
alleviation, environmental protection and
building infrastructure for multiple projects is widely promoted, our countries are
also cooperating on establishing industrial
corridors between India’s metropolitan
cities, shinkansen between Mumbai and
Ahmedabad and connectivity-building in
the northeast region.
This year marks 117 years since the foundation of The Japan-India Association.
We are determined to fulfill our mission
to serve both nations and wish for their
mutual prosperity and the friendly development of people-to-people relations.

Transformation via strides in technology
rYUKo hirA
Chairman, the indian CommerCe
and industry assoCiation Japan

I have watched
India’s transformation for over 50
years. There is no
precedent of size
and content for
India’s global relevance and prominence. India has
grown to become
the sixth-largest economy. In the seven
decades since independence, hundreds
of millions of people have been brought
out of poverty reflecting the confidence of
quantum leaps in the making of a “New
India.”
Prime Minister Narendra Modi is a
visionary who has constantly implemented tough, but necessary, structural
reforms that have made the road map to
making India a leading global economy.
As a director in several Japan-India institutions, I am convinced of India’s vast entrepreneurial potential.
Rapid strides in technology will be the
difference maker for India to truly become
a global powerhouse.
The use of digital channels and digital
usage now accounts for the majority of
banking transactions in India.
The digital transformation should add

$154 billion to India’s gross domestic product by 2021. Digital products and services
created through the use of technologies
such as the cloud, “internet of things” and
artificial intelligence have the potential to
add $957 billion to India’s economy in the
next decade.
A major transformation from rural to
urban India provides vast potential for
investments in building new urban infrastructure. Seventy percent of Indians live
in rural areas. By 2050, it is believed that
India’s urban population will double to
800 million from 400 million in 2015.
India will still have 600 million people
living in rural areas. Transforming the rural
and urban economy through infrastructure
is critical. Eighty percent of urban infra-

This content was
compiled in collaboration with the
embassy. The views
expressed here do
not necessarily
reflect those of the
newspaper.

structure that will be needed in 2050 has
yet to be built. The urban infrastructural
gap in India is estimated to be beyond $1
trillion.
This investment will require India to
raise and blend new finance from the
public and private sectors, providing huge
opportunities for long-term funding to
investors.
The dawn of the Reiwa Era holds the
promise to fulfill the aspirations of an
ambitious India. Established in 1921, the
Indian Commerce and Industry Association Japan commences its centenary
celebrations in February. The Indian Commerce and Industry Association Japan
continues to serve as an apex body of
India-Japan exchanges.
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A member of U.S. President Donald Trump’s defense team, Robert Ray, arrives at the Capitol on Wednesday. ap

Impeachment does not require evidence of ordinary crime, experts say

Trump’s defense v. framers
AAnalysis
WASHINGTON
ap

U.S. President Donald Trump’s defense relies
in part on arguments made in the impeachment trial of President Andrew Johnson
more than 150 years ago: that impeachment
requires a crime.
But most legal scholars disagree, including a law professor called by Republicans
in the House investigation to argue against
impeaching Trump.
A lawyer for Johnson argued in his opening statement to the Senate that Johnson
could not be removed from office because
he was not guilty of a crime. Johnson was
acquitted by a single vote.
One of Trump’s lawyers, Alan Dershowitz,
says the same argument — that impeachment requires “criminal-like conduct” — will
be central to the constitutional defense he
will make on the president’s behalf.
The idea may be attractive to Republicans seeking a legal basis to acquit Trump
of having abused his power and obstructing Congress. But legal scholars dispute the
idea that the Founding Fathers ever intended
for impeachable offenses to require proof of
a crime. And historians are equally dubious
that the argument from Johnson’s lawyer,
Benjamin Robbins Curtis, can be credited
with securing Johnson’s narrow acquittal.
“This is a way in which history is weaponized and distorted in order to give these
kinds of arguments heft,” said Rachel Shelden, a Penn State University history professor and expert on the Civil War era. “It’s a
way of trying to promote an understanding
of the Johnson impeachment that is false,
based on what historians now believe.”
At issue is the Constitution’s standard for
impeachment: “treason, bribery, or other
high crimes and misdemeanors.” Over the
centuries, the threshold has been understood to encompass actual crimes — judges
have been impeached for sex abuse and
soliciting bribes, among other offenses —
but also noncriminal misconduct such as
being drunk on the bench or favoritism in
the appointment of bankruptcy receivers.
Johnson was impeached over accusations
that he violated the Tenure of Office Act,
which barred presidents from firing certain
officials without Senate approval, over his
removal of War Secretary Edwin Stanton.
Johnson’s defense team questioned the
constitutionality of that now-extinct law,
and at his 1868 trial, one of his lawyers
asserted in his opening argument that an
impeachable offense “refers to, and includes
only, high criminal offenses against the
United States.”
“There can be no crime, there can be no
misdemeanor without a law, written or
unwritten, express or implied,” said Curtis,
a former Supreme Court Justice. “There must
be some law, otherwise there is no crime. My
interpretation of it is that the language ‘high
crimes and misdemeanors’ means ‘offenses
against the laws of the United States.’”
Dershowitz, who is expected to make a
constitutional presentation to the Senate
within days, said Sunday on CNN’s “State of
the Union” that he would paraphrase Curtis’ argument that “the framers intended for
impeachable conduct only to be criminallike conduct or conduct that is prohibited
by the criminal law.”
“That argument prevailed. I will be making
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D.C. files suit over
inaugural spending
at Trump hotel
WASHINGTON
ap

U.S. President Donald Trump’s inaugural
committee spent more than $1 million to book a ballroom at the Trump
International Hotel in the national
capital as part of a scheme to “grossly
overpay” for party space and enrich the
president’s own family in the process,
according to a lawsuit filed Wednesday.
The District of Columbia’s attorney
general, Karl Racine, said the committee misused nonprofit funds and coordinated with the hotel’s management
and members of the Trump family to
arrange the events. He said one of the
event’s planners raised concerns about
pricing with Trump, daughter Ivanka
Trump and top campaign official Rick
Gates.
“District law requires nonprofits to
use their funds for their stated public
purpose, not to benefit private individuals or companies,” Racine said. “In
this case, we are seeking to recover the
nonprofit funds that were improperly
funneled directly to the Trump family
business.”
It was the latest allegation that
Trump and his family have used public
and nonprofit funds spent at Trumpowned properties to enrich themselves — part of the peril of Trump not
fully withdrawing from his businesses.
The committee has maintained
that its finances were independently
audited, and that all money was spent
in accordance with the law. The committee raised an unprecedented $107
million to host events celebrating
Trump’s inauguration in January 2017.
But the committee’s spending has
drawn mounting scrutiny.
Prosecutors say the committee
could have hosted inaugural events
at other venues either for free or for
reduced costs but didn’t consider
those options.
The inaugural committee is also
being investigated by New York and
state authorities in New Jersey, who
are looking into, among other things,
whether foreigners illegally contributed to the inaugural events.
that argument as a lawyer on behalf of the
president’s defense team against impeachment. That’s my role. It’s very clear. I have
done it before,” Dershowitz said.
Republican senators may well embrace
the argument. One, Sen. John Cornyn of
Texas, told reporters Wednesday that anyone
charged with wrongdoing has the right to
know what law or standard they are accused
of violating.
“This idea that you can use abuse of power
as a grab bag in which to stuff all your political, policy or personal grievances — I think
is very dangerous,” Cornyn said.
But legal scholars and Democrats are
decrying the claim that an impeachable
offense must be an indictable crime.
Frank Bowman, a University of Missouri
law professor and former student of Der-

showitz’s at Harvard Law School, described
it as “rubbish.” Jonathan Turley, a George
Washington University law professor who
argued to the House against impeachment,
wrote in The Washington Post on Wednesday that such an argument was politically
unwise and constitutionally shortsighted.
“They had to go outside the realm of constitutional lawyers and scholars to a criminal defense lawyer to make that argument
because no reputable constitutional law
expert would do that,” said California Rep.
Adam Schiff, chairman of the House Intelligence Committee. He is one of the seven
Democratic managers prosecuting the
impeachment case.
Even Trump’s attorney general, William
Barr, wrote in a June 2018 memo before he
was nominated for the Cabinet post that
Congress could impeach presidents who
abused their power.
Democrats say Trump’s abuse of power
— pressing Ukraine for an investigation
into a Trump Democratic rival, Joe Biden,
at the same time his administration withheld millions of dollars in military aid — is a
“quintessential impeachable offense.” They
say the Founding Fathers intentionally created a flexible standard of bad acts that could
result in impeachment, and that Trump’s
acts in this instance are the framers’ “worst
nightmare.”
Historians also point to multiple reasons
for Johnson’s acquittal and are skeptical that
senators at the time found Curtis’ arguments
persuasive.
Had Johnson been removed from office,
he would have been temporarily succeeded
by Benjamin Wade, the Senate president and
a radical Republican disliked by more conservative Republicans. Behind the scenes,
Johnson and his allies worked to assure
senators that if they voted to acquit him, he
would stop interfering in Reconstruction.
That was the very concern that led to Johnson’s impeachment in the first place. And
there is some agreement among historians
that the senator who cast the deciding vote
against impeachment was bribed.
“I don’t think you can place any weight on
that argument for explaining Andrew Johnson’s acquittal,” said Jeffrey Engel, director
of Southern Methodist University’s Center
for Presidential History and co-author of
“Impeachment: An American History.”
The Constitution’s framers seemed more
preoccupied by the notion of a president’s
“faithfulness to the office” than on the precise acts that would merit impeachment,
said Kent Greenfield, a Boston College constitutional law professor.
“What that means is faithful as opposed
to corrupt, faithful as opposed to self-interested,” Greenfield said. “There’s something
like a fiduciary duty to the nation. That duty
is really more than just, ‘Don’t break the
law.’”
It means, Greenfield said, putting the interests of the country above personal interests.
Even if the argument that impeachment
requires a crime isn’t the best legal one, it
may nonetheless be worth making to senators, “who are not judges” and “may be persuaded by arguments that aren’t terribly
good law,” said David Stewart, a historian
who has written a book about Johnson’s
impeachment.
“I’ll be blunt: If I was the president’s lawyer, I’d probably make the argument too,”
Stewart said. “But I don’t think it’s very
strong.”

