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Indian Prime Minister’s Visit

Working together
for common goals
H.E. Sujan R. Chinoy
Ambassador of India

i deem it an
honor to contribute to the
special supplement published by The
Japan Times
on the occasion of the
ongoing twoday visit of the Prime minister
of india, H.e Narendra modi,
to Japan for the 11th annual bilateral summit meeting with
Prime minister H.e. Shinzo
abe. This visit provides fresh
impetus to bilateral ties between india and Japan, building further on the momentum
created by his visit to Japan in
2014 and the subsequent visit
of Japan’s prime minister to
india in december. This is the
eighth meeting between the
two since the Prime minister
modi assumed office in 2014.
it is a valuable opportunity for

the two leaders to meet, as
friends and as leaders of two of
asia’s largest economies, to advance bilateral engagement
under the special strategic and
global partnership.
relations between india and
Japan are millennial in nature.
They are cemented by close
bonds forged on the anvil of
buddhism, which spread from
india to other countries in
asia, including Japan. as two
large democracies, we value
openness, transparency and
respect for the rule of law.
our relationship is marked
by a convergence on economic and strategic issues. as two
prominent maritime states
straddling the vast and dynamic indo-Pacific region, both
india and Japan are committed
to the cause of peace, stability
and prosperity. both support
freedom of navigation and
overflight, as well as unimpeded maritime commerce
through the interlinked sea
lanes of the Pacific and indian

India’s Prime Minister Narendra Modi (right) shakes hands
with Prime Minister Shinzo Abe in New Delhi in December
2015. MINISTRY Of ExTERNAl AffAIRS

oceans.
We welcomed Japan’s participation this year as a regular
member, for the first time, joining india and the U.S. in the
successful malabar naval exercises held off the coast of
Japan. dialogue between the
three defense services provides
a platform for closer cooperation, particularly in the field of
maritime security, humanitarian assistance and disaster relief. Promoting regional
connectivity is a common objective, as is the creation of an
inclusive, balanced and open
regional architecture. india
and Japan have condemned
terrorism in all its forms and
manifestations with zero tolerance and have reaffirmed their
deep concern at the continued
threat posed by terrorists and
terror groups. Together, we
have called upon all countries
to implement U.N. Security
Council resolution 1267 and
other relevant resolutions designating terrorist entities, and
to work to eliminate terrorist
safe havens and infrastructure,
their networks and financing
channels, including the crossborder movement of terrorists.
With a projected gross domestic product growth rate of
7.6 percent in 2016, india has
emerged as the world’s fastestgrowing large economy and as
a global manufacturing hub.
india’s large domestic market,
macroeconomic stability and
competitive low-cost manufacturing have made it an attractive investment destination.
india is strongly committed
to further opening up the
economy and to improving the
ease of doing business. a number of steps taken by the government of india to spur
economic growth and flow of
foreign direct investment such

Steadfast leader remains dedicated to improving lives

Prime Minister of India H.E. Narendra Modi

as the passage of the insolvency and bankruptcy Code, the
setting up of commercial
courts and new legislation regarding the Goods and Services Tax are expected to ignite
medium-term growth. Today,
Japan is the fourth-largest investor in india. The indian
economy offers unparalleled
opportunities to Japanese
companies to participate in
flagship programs, including
make in india, digital india,
Skill india, Smart Cities and industrial Townships and Corridors. india is now Japan’s
largest overseas development
assistance partner. Japan’s unmatched technological and innovative capacities have made
it a natural partner for india in
the execution of mega infrastructural projects of the Western
dedicated
Freight
Corridor, the delhi-mumbai
industrial Corridor, the Chennai-bangalore industrial Corridor, the metro rail projects
in delhi, ahmedabad and
Chennai and notably the
mumbai-ahmedabad High

Speed railway Project.
The role of private capital
from Japan is integral to our
burgeoning economic engagement. Japanese companies
stand to benefit from low-cost
manufacturing and the ample
pool of competent human resources in india. Japan bank
for international Cooperation
surveys in the last two years
have consistently ranked india
as the most-preferred medium-term destination for Japanese manufacturers.
The people of india greatly
admire Japan’s culture of hard
work, discipline and dedication
just as the Japanese people admire india’s diversity and spirituality.
People-to-people
exchanges are on the rise. india
has recently extended a “visaon-arrival” facility, 10-year business visas and e-Tourist visas to
Japanese travelers. Japan’s role
in skills development, education
and training programs in india
will benefit a large and youthful
workforce, and provide a steady
stream of human resources to
meet the needs of the growing
Japanese presence in india.

On May 26, 2014, Narendra Modi was sworn
in as prime minister of India, becoming the
first prime minister born after Indian independence. Dynamic, dedicated and determined, Modi reflects the hopes of over 1
billion Indians.
Since assuming office, he has embarked
on a journey of inclusive development where
every Indian can realize their hopes and aspirations. He remains deeply inspired by the
principle of “Antyodaya,” or serving the last
person in the queue.
Through innovative initiatives, the government has ensured the wheels of progress
move quickly and the fruits of development
reach every citizen.
The Modi government created many initiatives, including those to ensure every citizen
is integrated into the nation’s financial system, make doing business easier and reform
labor.
The government also launched three social
security programs for the people of India and
focused on giving pensions to the elderly and
insurance coverage to the poor. In July 2015
the prime minister unveiled a program to ensure technology plays a key role in bringing a
qualitative change to people’s lives.
On Oct. 2, 2014, Mahatma Gandhi’s birthday, the prime minister launched a mass
movement for cleanliness across the nation.
His foreign policy initiatives have realized
the true potential and global role of the
world’s largest democracy. Since taking office, the prime minister has attended U.N.,
BRICS, SAARC and G-20 summits, where India’s views on global economic and political
issues were appreciated. His visit to
Japan marked a new era of bilateral relations.
The prime minister has attached great importance to strong ties with the Arab world.
His visit to UAE in August 2015 covered tremendous ground in enhancing India’s economic partnership in the region. In July 2015
the prime minister made a groundbreaking
visit to the five central Asian nations and vital
energy, trade, culture and economic agreements were signed. In October 2015 a historic India-Africa summit was held in New Delhi,
in which 54 African nations participated. In
November 2015 the prime minister joined the
COP21 summit in Paris, where he, along with
several world leaders deliberated on climate

india and Japan have a shared
outlook on many global issues.
our cooperation in the field of
clean energy, including nuclear
energy, has enormous implications for our quest for sustainable growth to meet the
developmental aspirations of

change.
In April the prime minister joined the Nuclear Security Summit where he put forth a
strong message on the importance of nuclear
security. Many world leaders have visited
India and these visits have achieved breakthroughs in improving cooperation. The 2015
Republic Day saw President Barack Obama
visit India as the chief guest, a first in the history of India-U.S. relations.
The prime minister’s call for marking an
International Day of Yoga received an overwhelming response at the U.N., with 177 nations passing the resolution to declare June
21 as the International Day of Yoga.
Born on Sept. 17, 1950, in a small town in
Gujarat, he grew up in a poor but loving
family. The initial hardships of life not only
taught the value of hard work, but also exposed him to the avoidable sufferings of the
common people. This inspired him from a
young age to immerse himself in the service
of people and the nation. At first, he worked
with the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh, a
nationalist organization devoted to nation
building, and later devoted himself to working with the Bharatiya Janta Party at the national and state levels. He completed his
M.A. in political science from Gujarat University.
In 2001, he became chief minister of Gujarat and went on to serve a record four terms.
He transformed Gujarat, which was reeling
from the after-effects of a devastating earthquake, into a growth engine contributing to
India’s development.
He is a “people’s leader,” dedicated to solving their problems and improving their lives.
Nothing is more satisfying to him than being
among the people, sharing their joys and alleviating their sorrows. His powerful personal
connection with the people on ground is complemented by a strong online presence; He is
known as India’s most techno-savvy leader
and is active on social media.
This is the man, an embodiment of courage, compassion and conviction, on whom
the nation has bestowed its mandate, trusting he will rejuvenate India and make it a
bright beacon to the world.
Taken from http://www.pmindia.gov.in/en/

the 1.25 billion indian people.
We look to strengthening cooperation on climate change and
reform of the U.N.
Together, we can play a significant role in charting the future of the indo-Pacific region.
Together, we can promote

peace and prosperity across
asia and africa.
india and Japan stand on the
cusp of a new phase in their
partnership and i am confident
that ties between india and
Japan will prove to be a defining
relationship of the 21st century.
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Leading development revolution
Ryuko Hira
HonoRaRy pResident, tHe indian
CommeRCe and industRy
assoCiation Japan

The world has witnessed many
revolutions and Narendra modi’s revolution of india’s massive
development
is unprecedented. india
is just entering
the
hypergrowth phase,
with prospects
of sustaining
high gross domestic product growth. The process will transform india
dramatically over the next decades. The effect of revolutionary
changes will be felt at all levels
through urbanization, evolving
sociocultural values and growing
international influence. it is a holistic, benevolent revolution that
also contributes to the economic growth of partner nations. mahatma Gandhi made india’s
freedom a mass revolution,
whereas modi has made development a mass revolution to
fight poverty, protectionism and
all that impedes india’s social
and economic progress. modi’s
comprehensive revolution of development includes many factors that i will outline here.

Youth lead world

demographic shifts have a huge
impact on economic performance as younger workers are
more open to new technologies.
The U.N. projects india’s working
age population will rise from 691
million in 2005 to 829 million in
2015 and 942 million in 2025 before stabilizing around 1.06 billion in the late 2030’s. by then,
india will have the single largest
pool of workers in the world.
The decrease of working populations in developed countries
is expected to create a global demand by 2020 for a large workforce. eight hundred million
indian youth below age 35 could
be a workforce for the whole
world, especially in health ser-

vices, high technology, space,
artificial intelligence, robotics
and teaching of science and
math.
To raise its workforce to
global standards, to deliver the
highest-quality durable products and globally raise the
india brand, the government
has established a special ministry of Skill development and
entrepreneurship. The world
will acknowledge india’s youth
talent and the number of indian youth to visit Japan for
learning and working is projected to hit 10,000 in the next
five years.

Make in India

With skilled human resources,
effective governance and lowcost production; india is the best
choice for investment. Cds containing over 2,000 pages of ready
information describing 26 priority-manufacturing sectors, as
well as information on industrial parks, labor costs, statistics, tax
structures and more are available free at the indian Commerce and industry association
Japan (iCiJ). Presently, 1,400 Japanese companies successfully
operate in india and this number
is seen to be quadrupling within
the next five years.

Bilateral tourism

The number of passport applications has increased from 5 million to 20 million and the
government has installed a system of transparency to streamline and issue passports within
2 weeks. india-Japan tourism is
expected to grow manifold as the
numbers are very low at this preliminary stage.

Company registration

Thanks to good governance
and improved efficiency, the
registration period for new
companies has dropped from
six months to 24 hours.

Improved infrastructure

rural roads are being given priority and construction on roads

to connect villages has increased
from 70 to 100 km per day.
Work on wind energy has accelerated and last year, energy
output increased by nearly 40
percent, while solar energy increased by 116 percent. With increased energy production,
india needs a proper system of
transmission lines. Two years
before the formation of modi’s
government, 30,000 to 35,000 kilometers of transmission lines
were being laid every year, while
today, the number has increased
to 50,000 kilometers.
modi had said that within the
next 1,000 days, electricity will be
provided to some 18,000 villages,
where even after 70 years of independence there has been no
electricity. People there were
compelled to live in the 18th century. modi resolved to convert
the impossible to possible and,
although not even the half of the
1,000 days have past, 10,000 villages out of the 18,000 have received electricity.
Chabahar Port is an essential
link between india and Central
asia. Previous governments continuously discussed and made
efforts to implement this project.
iran, afghanistan and india are
jointly working to construct the
Chabahar Port to make this impossible task possible.
The government has taken on
the task of providing liquefied
petroleum gas connections to
poor families. Under the Ujjawala Scheme, the government has
vigorously launched a campaign
of setting our mothers free from
kitchen smoke. Fifty million poor
families will get gas stoves in
three years and the government
has seen nearly 5 million families
receive them already and that is
in just 100 days. it is likely that it
may be possible this work could
be completed well within three
years.
in the past, due to high electricity prices, people were forced
to live in the dark and factories
had to close. To change this, the
government implemented the
one Nation, one Grid, one Price

system that has quickly seen success by leveling the rates and
uniting the country.

Review burden of laws

The burden of multiplicity of
laws is creating difficulties for
the government, judiciary and
the public, with about 1,700
such laws identified. The parliament has already abolished
about 1,175 laws and the modi
government intends to abolish
the remaining such laws.

Petroleum products

india is dependent on other nations for its petroleum and india
has signed fixed-price, longterm agreements for them. india
has a gas agreement with Qatar
that runs to 2024. However, the
agreed gas price was proving
costly for india and our good relations with Qatar made renegotiation possible, saving 20 billion
rupees for india.

Inflation

While it is true that previous
governments saw inflation exceed 10 percent, the modi government has not allowed the
rate to exceed 6 percent. Currently an agreement with the
reserve bank calls for maintaining inflation at 4 percent,
plus or minus 2 percent.

Agriculture

if farmers have access to water,
they can create miracles. Therefore, india has stressed water
management, irrigation and
water conservation. To use each
and every drop of water and increase the utilization of water to
gain more crop per drop, microirrigation is being emphasized.
more than 90 irrigation plans
were sitting incomplete, but the
modi government resolved to
complete these projects to benefit millions. To reduce costs to
farmers, the government has
turned to solar pumps. Farmers
typically need costly electricity
for water, but thanks to solar
pumps, farmers’ costs are reduced. So far, the modi govern-

ment has been successful in
distributing 77,000 solar pumps
and farmers will now own not
only their farmland, but also
have free electricity through
solar power.
along with farmland, water
and solar pumps, india also
needs high-quality seeds and
indian scientists have developed more than 131 new varieties of seeds suitable to india.
These will increase per hectare
yields and the quality of crops
is also improving.
Farmers also need urea and
fertilizers. There was a time when
there was black marketing of fertilizers and farmers had to fear
police charges to get fertilizers or
risk seeing their harvest ruined
due to lack of fertilizers. Now, fertilizer shortages have become
things of the past. The modi government has succeeded in increasing fertilizer production,
increasing the ability of farmers
to get fertilizers in a timely manner. Similarly, to protect farmers’
land and farm produce, the modi
government provided a maximum guarantee to farmers at the
lowest premium and built additional warehouses to protect 15
million tons of produce.
Farmers would benefit under
value addition and in this direction, the government is stressing
food processing and 100 percent
foreign direct investment is
being encouraged. This will benefit agro-based industries and
help fulfill modi’s goal of doubling farmers’ incomes by 2022.

Postal reform

due to information technology,
such as messaging and e-mail,
indian post-offices were slowly
becoming irrelevant. india has
revived and rejuvenated its post
offices, working to convert them
into payment banks. Starting
these payment banks will spread
the chain of banks in villages
across the country in one go.

Public-sector companies

Historically, in india, public sector companies have fallen into a

hole, failed or been sold. The government has tried to bring in a
new culture. Today, for the first
time, air india, which had a poor
image, succeeded in recording
an operational profit last year. at
a time when telecom companies
all over the world were earning,
the state-owned telecommunications company, bSNL, was falling in a hole, but bSNL recently
succeeded in earning an operational profit. Nobody knew
whether the Shipping Corporation of india would ever be in the
black, but today, the company is
turning a profit. There was a time
when nobody knew whether a
power plant would be operational next week or not, whether coal
would reach it or not and power
plants shutting down due to coal
shortages used to be common-

place. Today, coal is delivered to
the doorstep of power plants and
they have stock available for as
many months as required.
it is necessary to fight against
social evils and rise above them.
every citizen will have to rise and
only then will people be able to
make a strong india. a strong
india cannot happen without
making a strong society. economic progress alone cannot
guarantee a strong india; a
strong society is a guarantee for
a strong india and ensuring social justice makes society strong.
in the same way that new
roads are being built, the country
is making more vehicles, exporting more software and more
than 50 new mobile manufacturers have been set up; all providing an opportunity for the youth.

india’s population will be 40 percent urbanized by 2025 and it
will be an urban-majority country by 2040. indian cities need to
prepare for the influx of hundreds of millions of people.
Let’s move ahead with a new
resolve, energy, vigor and
hope, live and work for our
country, fulfill our responsibilities and inspire others to
fulfill theirs. everyone should
move ahead for the realization
of one society, one dream, one
resolve and one direction for
achieving india’s goals.
india’s oldest apex economic
body, the PiC-iCiJ, established
97 years ago, cordially welcomes
modi and his accompanying delegation to Japan, with best wishes for successful and memorable
state visit to Japan.

the rise of a new superpower
Ryuko Hira
sai HiRa india Foundation

“define ‘superpower,’” said revered indian educator, professor
S.N. Saraf to students attending
an indian culture course in may
1990.
Chancellor Sri Sathya Sai replied: “all kinds of power, whether
physical,
intellectual,
monetary, military or political,
have to bend before truth and
righteousness that will always
triumph. What students have to
protect today is not the nation.
Students have to safeguard truth
and righteousness only. These
two in turn will protect the nation.”
Prime minister H.e. Narenda
modi’s projections, policies and
plans to socioeconomically
transform india into a superpower are firmly embedded in
his unshakable faith in the supreme power of truth and righteousness; the bedrock of india’s
ethos. it’s no wonder modi chose
varanasi, india’s spiritual capital
as his base. modi’s general election leadership of the bharatiya
Janata Party (bJP) was based on
the ideals of mahatma Gandhi,
Sardar vallabhbhai Patel, atal
bihari vajpayee and others, giving bJP an unprecedented absolute lower house majority for the
first time in 30 years.
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in the 30 months since his
election modi has not spared a
single moment or chance to selflessly serve the nation.
The responsibility and mandate of the modi government has
given optimism, hope and expectations for a dynamic change
and assurance it will be successful within its term.
in less than 30 months, over
50 plans have been launched
with overwhelming support and
success to transform the economic, social and education sectors.
efficiency
and
transparency of the mammoth
work done is reflected in the new
and dynamic work culture of the
government, which is integrating
and unifying all plans, rather
than piecemeal parallel or vertical implementation.
This new work culture has
changed the mindset of all indian people, from old to new and
innovative global standards,
which are proven patterns of absolute commitment for india’s
superpower transformation. The
desire, consent and momentum
of the masses are signs of sustained unity and support. Today,
opinion polls give the government the highest ratings for
speed and sincerity of implementing major reforms to deliver promises, honoring modi
as one of the world’s most-re-

Narendra Modi (left) and
Sathya Sai Baba sai HiRa india
Foundation

vered statesman.
The U.S. National intelligence
Council has forecast india to become an economic superpower
by 2030. The World bank, imF,
World economic Forum and
global credit rating agencies
have praised india’s progress.
india — the 10th-ranked global
economy — will reach third
within two years. The indian
economy is now large enough to
affect the world in terms of participation in international trade
and finance, as well as demand
for global resources. india appears capable of sustaining very
high GdP growth and india’s
global role will grow in the next
13 years, creating a socioeconomic superpower.
The Sai Hira india Foundation, dedicated to fostering india-Japan relations, extends its
heartiest welcome to modi and
his delegation members.
may your state visit meet every
success and satisfaction. We
wish you many happy returns.
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Trump win spells doom for POTUS’ health care, LGBT, clean air efforts

Supreme Court pick could
imperil obama’s legacies
Washington
reuTers

India’s Prime Minister Narendra Modi (right) and Prime Minister Shinzo Abe are welcomed with traditonal music on arrival at
India’s Varanasi Airport in December 2015. MinisTrY oF exTernal aFFairs

strong leaders foster cooperation
Yoshiro Mori
ChairMan, The Japan-india
assoCiaTion

on behalf of the Japan-india
association, which has been
engaged in promoting mutual
understanding
and
friendship for
the past 113
years, i have
the immense
pleasure and
honor to once
again extend
our hearty
welcome to
H.e. Prime minister Narendra
modi to Japan.
Since his taking the reigns of
the indian government in may
2014, the prime minister has

successfully endowed india
with a high stature in the international community with economic success and positive
contributions to global issues
such as the conclusion of postKyoto action on climate change.
modi has attacked a very difficult issue to introduce a
Goods and Services Tax, noted
by both the indian and foreign
business communities. With
determination and dedication,
modi has been promoting
other reform agenda to modify labor laws and land acquisition regulations. He is leading
various campaigns such as
make in india, Skill india and
others. by doing so, he has
been improving the business
environment for investors,
which in turn, accelerates eco-

nomic growth and eases social
tension in india.
i am particularly happy to
note that the chemistry between Prime minister Shinzo
abe and modi is remarkably fit
to promote security relations in
the awkwardly unstable east
asia and South asia regions.
already our economic cooperation through Japan’s largest
official development assistance
has produced many success
stories such as metro systems
in major indian cities, the delhi-mumbai industrial Corridor
and the 1,500-kilometer freight
corridor between india’s two
largest cities, a high-speed train
project using shinkansen technology between mumbai and
ahmedabad and other remarkable landmarks. and yet our

business relations are far behind the potentials of our two
countries. Scientific and technological cooperation has to be
further promoted. it is my hope
that during the prime minister’s visit, the two governments
will sign the pending agreement of nuclear cooperation
for peaceful use.
The future of our two countries depends on enlarging and
deepening exchanges of our
peoples, especially the youth.
i expect that both governments
and the private sector will take
further initiatives in this direction.
in conclusion, may i pray
that modi’s visit will be
crowned again with great success to bring benefit to both
Japan and india.

Fostering bilateral trade and investment
Masami iijima
ChairMan, The Japan-india
Business CooperaTion
CoMMiTTee

on behalf of the Japan-india
business Cooperation Committee, i would like to warmly
and sincerely welcome the
Prime minister of india, His
excellency Narendra modi, to
Japan.
Japan and india, as two
major democracies in asia,
have long been building a good

bilateral relationship. Following
his
previous visit
in 2014, modi’s visit to
Japan
this
time continues a pattern
of
annual
mutual visits by the prime
ministers of the two countries.
When Prime minister Shinzo
abe visited india last december, the two leaders issued a
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joint statement on a range of
issues, including the introduction of Japan’s shinkansen system to india. Japan and india
agreed to transform the Japanindia special strategic and
global partnership into a deep,
broad-based and action-oriented partnership, and it is
greatly expected that the two
countries will cooperate with
each other even more closely
in a range of fields to foster the
peace and prosperity of the indo-Pacific region and the
world.
The Japan-india business
Cooperation Committee was
established in 1966 and has
been holding joint meetings
with its indian counterpart,
the india-Japan business Cooperation Committee on a
regular basis. We held our
41st joint meeting last month

and discussed various issues
to enhance bilateral trade and
investment relations between
the two countries in a very
cordial atmosphere. at the
closing ceremony, we adopted the joint statement with
the attached list “Progresses
and bottlenecks of Projects
between Japan and india,”
and shared the progress on
the projects that are being
conducted jointly by india
and Japan since the last bilateral meeting held in New
delhi in November 2014. We
sincerely request both governments find early solutions
on the issues related to each
project.
Finally, let me welcome india’s prime minister to Japan
once again, and express my
hope for the further growth of
india.
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from Scalia’s death on Feb. 13
to Tuesday night.
in a vindication of republican Senate Leader mitch mcConnell’s decision, with little
precedent in U.S. history, to
take no action on obama’s
nominee to replace Scalia, appeals court Judge merrick Garland, Trump is now poised to
nominate a new justice as soon
as he takes office.
His nominee would be considered for confirmation by a
republican-controlled Senate
under mcConnell.
Trump may also be able to
make further appointments to
the court, with three justices 78
or older, including 83-year-old
liberal ruth bader Ginsburg,
whom Trump called on to resign in July after she called him
a “faker” and speculated about
the possibility of moving to
New Zealand if he won the
White House.
Fellow liberal Stephen breyer is 78, while conservative anthony Kennedy is 80.
if Trump is able to replace
Ginsburg or another liberal
justice during his presidency,
the court’s conservative wing
would be further strengthened.
Such a majority “could be a
threat to important rights that

have been protected in the past
by the Supreme Court,” said
elizabeth Wydra, president of
the Constitutional accountability Center, a liberal legal
group. She cited abortion
rights and efforts at ensuring
racial equality as examples.
a conservative court, as it
was with Scalia on the bench,
would likely be favorable toward gun rights, skeptical of
abortion and supportive of the
death penalty. if democrat
Hillary Clinton had won Tuesday’s election, liberals may
have been emboldened to
challenge the constitutionality
of the death penalty and seek
gun restrictions and limits on
campaign spending, among
other things.
Trump has already issued a
list of 21 judges, mainly federal
judges appointed by President
George W. bush and state court
judges, he said he would consider to fill Scalia’s vacancy. all
have conservative credentials
on such issues as abortion,
birth control and gun rights.
The case that could be affected soonest by Trump’s win
involves transgender rights.
The court on oct. 28 took up a
case concerning a female-born
transgender high school stu-
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dent named Gavin Grimm,
who identifies as male and
sued in 2015 to win the right to
use the school’s boys’ bathroom. Grimm is backed by the
obama administration.
No date has been set for the
argument in the case. The
court could potentially delay
acting until it has nine justices.
a ruling could resolve similar
litigation around the country
over an obama administration
directive saying schools should
allow transgender students to
use the bathroom of their choosing. Trump has said he would
rescind the obama directive.
He also has said he would rescind obama’s executive action
to protect millions of immigrants in the country illegally
from deportation and give them
work permits, which was put on
hold by the courts while the administration fights to revive it.
Trump would be expected to
overturn major regulations put
in place under obama, including the Clean Power Plan to curb
greenhouse emissions mainly
from coal-fired power plants.
That process takes time, meaning the Supreme Court could
potentially rule on a legal challenge to the Clean Power Plan
before Trump can dump it.

muslims react to Trump win with fear
Long-time residents
worry about their
futures in the U.S.
aFp-JiJi
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A sign protesting a recent North Carolina law restricting transgender bathroom access adorns
the bathroom stalls at the 21C Museum Hotel in Durham, North Carolina, in May. reuTers

Dearborn Michigan

Heartiest Warm Welcome
His Excellency
Prime Minister of India
Narendra Damodardas Modi

“WELCOME TO JAPAN”

republican donald Trump’s
presidential election victory all
but dooms major obama administration initiatives that are
already tied up in legal challenges and gives him the
chance to appoint a pivotal
fifth conservative justice on the
Supreme Court.
democratic
President
barack obama’s signature 2010
health care law, his plan to
combat climate change, his executive action on immigration,
his transgender rights policy
and other issues were challenged in court by republicans
and industry groups.
a Trump administration
could decide no longer to defend the policies in court after
Trump takes office on Jan. 20.
in addition, Trump and the incoming republican-led Congress could simply repeal or
rescind obama’s policies, as
they have promised.
Trump’s Supreme Court appointment, possibly the first of
multiple picks, would allow
him to restore the decadeslong conservative majority on
the bench, which looked under
threat when conservative Justice antonin Scalia died in February. The shorthanded court
currently is split with four conservatives and four liberals.
Conservative activists may be
emboldened to bring cases urging the court to support gun
rights, uphold abortion restrictions and rule for religious
rights. “if you have a conservative court, you are going to
have more conservative decisions,” said Kerri Kupec, a lawyer with the alliance defending
Freedom, a conservative
Christian legal group involved
in religious rights cases.
one issue the court could
take up in the near term is
whether business owners who
oppose same-sex marriage can
object on religious grounds to
providing services to gay couples. one dispute concerns a
baker in Colorado, while another involves a florist in
Washington state.
in the labor context, the high
court could also revisit whether
states can force nonunion workers to pay unions for collective
bargaining activities. The court
split 4-4 on the issue in march,
just after Scalia’s death, in a loss
for conservative groups challenging the practice.
Liberal hopes of gaining a
majority on the Supreme Court
for the first time in decades
lasted almost nine months,

at a Starbucks cafe in dearborn, michigan, 25-year-old
mona musid was glued to her
laptop, watching a youTube
video of President-elect donald Trump’s victory speech.
This detroit suburb is home
to one of the biggest populations of muslims and arabs in
the United States, and musid
was among many in her community on Wednesday trying
to make sense of the brash republican’s election.
“i’m just interested in what
he has to say, and where it’s
going to go,” she said, listening
for clues in the victory speech
of what her immediate future
might look like.
musid said many in her extended family, who are of yemeni ancestry and trace their
U.S. roots back to the 1940s, are
in a state of shock and worry.
“They don’t know what’s
going to go on. They came here
for opportunity. They’re just
worried if he takes it away from
us,” she said.
Trump’s campaign rhetoric
included calls for a ban on

A U.S. national flag is seen in front of the Islamic Center of
America in Dearborn, Michigan, on Wednesday. The Detroit
suburb is home to one of the biggest populations of Muslims
and Arabs in the United States. aFp-JiJi

muslim immigrants entering
the U.S., followed by promises
of “extreme vetting” of immigrants from countries affected
by terrorism.
across the country, muslim
americans are now wondering
what a Trump presidency
might mean, said Hazem bata,
head of the islamic Society of
North america, a national advocacy group.
“What i’m hearing is a mixture of fear and concern,” bata
said. “many people feel vulnerable.
many muslims here are not
necessarily U.S. citizens. They’re
here legally, but they’re not U.S.
citizens. They’re concerned.
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Some are outright scared.”
during his victory speech,
Trump offered a conciliatory
tone. “i pledge to every citizen
of our land that i will be president for all of americans,”
Trump said. “all races, religions,
backgrounds and beliefs.”
but those words rang hollow
for three sisters at The Lava
Lounge, a popular lunch hangout in dearborn.
Television news blared in
front of the three fifth-generation americans of Lebanese
descent. alize, one of the three,
who didn’t want to give her full
name, said Trump’s ascendancy exposed “how much hatred
there is within our country.”

“i feel like hard times are
gonna come,” added her sister,
Nadeen Hider, 24. “Within one
night, 60 years of progression
was wiped clean.”
Trump’s victory was also as
much a source of confusion as
fear. at the muslim american
youth academy in dearborn
— an elementary and middle
school — children in the morning were asking questions of
each other and their parents.
“How could they elect
Trump over Hillary Clinton?,”
asked one youngster to a group
of peers and adults, who offered no answer.
For some, the consequences
of Trump’s victory were direct
and immediate.
Hiba Nasser, 19, a sophomore at Wayne State University in detroit, said she was
afraid to leave her home
Wednesday morning.
Nasser wears a hijab, the traditional muslim head covering,
and was concerned that
Trump’s victory would embolden those who might target her.
However, there was also a
counter-narrative among muslim americans in dearborn —
many of whom have lived in
the U.S. for decades and are
less concerned about immigration issues. Several said that
they were happy with Trump’s
victory, because they did not
trust Clinton.

